In 2010, several revisions to Japan's Copyright Law became effective. In particular, knowingly downloading infringing copies of several varieties of copyrighted files was removed from an existing safe harbor for private copying. (Uploading infringing material had already been carved out.) Although specific penalties for the newly prohibited conduct were not set forth in the revisions, the change effectively sets down a marker concerning permissible conduct, and the government and copyright industry have widely publicized the effects of this change. On balance, these sets of changes have the clear impact of favoring copyright industry-controlled distribution channels. And in particular,
